Let's start dictating! That is what the clients aodCT FOR MSare about to do at the
ACT FOR MEducation and Resource Center. TA€ T FOR MSEducation and Resource Center
is a project that will provide the opportunity and resources for individuals who have MS to
learn how to dictate emails and letters using'the latest adaptive software. Additionally, there is a

small MS research library and access to computers and conference capability.

One of the side effects of MS is the loss of digital dexterity. What does that mean? It
means you can no longer hold a pencil, It means you can no longer type on a keyboard. Minor
tasks involving finger and hand dexterity now become difficult and frustrating. With the new
voice recognition adaptive software that is provided, clients are able to once again communicate
in todayds digital worl d. |l magine not being

make a list.

I'm going to talk [literally] about th&CT FOR MSEducation and Resource Center. It
was generously provided by a grant from theances C. and H.N. Berg?eloﬂndatlon and it is
about to open at theACT FOR MSffice. It's an amazing project that will help people with multi-
ple sclerosis learn how to dictate-mails and letters using the latest voice recognition adaptive
computer software available. In addition to the computers available for training, there is a re-
search library on site. The center is designed to be a critical resource for individuals with mul-
tiple sclerosis. As was previously noted and mentioned again for emphasis of the problem, an
individual with MS can no longer do simple things like respond-teaés or type documents,
letters or fill out forms and reports. Given the emerging importance of electronic communica-
tion, itds i kel that 1t has become a cent
people that Act FOR MS helps, being able to write and type again is a very significant accom-
plishmentYou may have noticed that this article,
dictating, 6 because that is exact]l how t hi
dictation software to illustrate just exactly how amazing this new resource will be

for the clients of ACT FOR MS.

In October 2008, ACT FOR MS wrote a grant request to the Frances C. and H. N.
Berger Foundation outlining the idea for a client resource Center that would not only provide
access to computers, a luxury for manty people living on disability or Social Security, but also a
program of education and training that would teach our clients fo use adaptive software. By
Erowdlng this added feature as well as a small conference cex@@rFOR MSand the Berger
oundation have given access to the world, to computers, and to information back to a signifi-

cant number oACT FOR Mlients.

__ The new Education & Resource Center consists of four computer stations, a central
switching unit which allows for the ability of the instructor or student, to see what is happenin
on any single computer screen at a given moment. This will allow an instructor to run tutorials
and then switch to each individual unit to work with the students on how well they understood
the tutorial material. Additionally, the computers provide Internet access to allow people to do
research or to answer enails and email other people, family members or to respond to official

material. This may be difficult or impossible to do at home.

~In September009 Lynn DeSantis, began training for small groups of clients. The initial
training module is an instructor plus two students. The ultimate goal is to provide copies of the
adaptive software to a client who completes a course of instruction. Ong@f FOR MSund-
raising goals for0092010will be to ralse,mone% to purchase additional copies of the software
for any ograduated6 who o0ACTBOR ®SEducatiop & Resource t
Center will provide an ongoing source of information and computer usage afn@®eFOR MS
office, for those individuals unable to afford a computer and an Internet connection. For a per-
son who lives with MS each small step that helps provide a normal lifestyle can also provide a

great sense of weleing, knowing that one is able to function as fully as is possible.

ACT FOR MS IS GRATEFUL TO

THE FRANCES C. and H.N. BERGER FOUNDATION FOR*MS
Education and Recource
Center
Generously provided by the
For helping us build the client Education & Resource Center and Rr( i o
the core requirements for its operation as well as the assistance the ounation
Berger Foundation has providédcT FOR M3n several ﬁrOJGCtS focus-
ing on mobility, the issues of aging, and addressing the needs of b_elnf; a whole person and a
functioning part of the community while living with multiple sclerosis. [t is our hope that you
will "visit our "website oactforms.orgo6 to ge
tivities thatACT FOR MSprovides to people who have been diagnosed with multiple sclerosis
and who are living in the Coachella Valley. We invite you to visit our website @g)

www.actforms.org.
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ANNUAL SPRING GALA -2010

Vall ey Phil antrophi st 6s AREATAIKYEERS& JI M
HON OR E BFORSTHE ACT FOR MS SPRING GALA ON APRIL 10, 2010.

This years Gala is off to the Caribbean for an evening of steel drums, hot music, exciting e
tainment, yummy food, and delicioso drin

attire. This years event will be held at the Renaissance Esmeralda Resort & SPA in India

free

On this evening we are honoring Jackie & Jim Houston who have done so much for the Coal
Valley charity wise. Jackie, was actually one of the original founders of ACT FOR MS or

tion.

Cocktails will begin at 6:30 pm followed by dinner and a live auction at 7:30. Bring your cre
cards or check book because you wond6t wa
Resort vacation for two (and yes, we have TWO of these trips to auction, so you might con
getting another couple or the family inv
goodies for the night of the event, so c

water & rum!!!

A VERY SPECIAL X -MAS GIFT FROM
BARRY MANILOW.

. ACT FOR MS
ACT FOR MS will have a Merry, Merry CHRISTMAS

‘ . . IS RECOGNIZED AS ONE
What a wonderful surprise to learn that ACT FOR MS was include

in the list of 25 charities that would receive proceeds from

O0BARRY MANILOW3S, GIFTS OF L O OFTHEMOSTINNOVA- 3
This December, Barry Manilow and the Manilow Fund for

Health and Hope, present 5 concerts which will be held at TIVE ORGANIZATIONS IN

the McCallum Theatre on Dec.

4th, 5th, 7th, 8th & 9th

THE COUNTRY FOR

HELPING AND TEACHING

THE BEAUTIFUL

BARRY MANILOW TREE OFitzé
FROM THE 2008, MAS WENDY FITZGERALD CLIENTS HOW TO MORE
TREE LANE EVENT WAS _
DESGNED by % THANK ALL OF YOU WHO EFEECTIVELY MANAGE
WENDY FITZGERALD 7

SUPPORT OUR CAUSE
THEIR MS SYMPTOMS.

ACT FOR MS SPECIAL VOLUNTEER ANGELS

IF you believe i\ngels, this story will warm your heart. Due to these difficult economic times, we found it necessary to temporgrily
suspend our twicenonthly Therapeutic massages and stretching therapy programs. One of our massage theasypista Curry,

has continued to provide this service, free of charge, to her previously assigned clients as a personal donation to ACT GB@RMS
clients, who are the recipients of her generosity, join us in thanttirgvery special and givingftadyoing way beyond the call of duty fo

support our ACT FOR MS clients.

We would also like to thanlDave Gibbs, husband of one of our clients, who is a volunteer on our Grant committee;taaired by ouf
very hard working board members Lori Serfling, & Richard DeSantis,. Dave spends his personal time to research organittation$

internet, and has been most helpful & successful in securing additional donations for the ACT FOR MS Organization.

We would also |ike to thank our other OAngel sé6 thatedlestialt hf ul
beings are:Margot Nelligan, Bonnie Ellena, Jane Durand and Jane Rechtorik. =~ We are so grateful for their help and support.

NEW BOARD MEMBERS
We would like to welcome aboard three new & well qualified Board members. Each member exhibits their own individuahstrengt

and expertise. We welcomdack Jones, Lori Segal & Carolyn Williams. We are grateful for your commitment tgoin the
team for the ACT FOR MS organization.




